CALLHOME Mandarin Chinese Transcripts – XML version
The XML edition of the CallHome Mandarin Chinese Transcripts corpus contains the same 120 transcripts of telephone conversions in the LDC’s original release (LDC96T16). The current version is marked up in the eXtensible Markup Language, compliant with the Corpus Encoding Standard (CES) and character encoding has been transferred from the original GB2312 into Unicode (UTF-8). 
This XML corpus has retained all of the linguistic analyses (e.g. timestamps, spoken features and proper nouns), but the mnemonics used in the original release have been migrated into XML markup, following the mapping rules described below:

#ABC #: <overlap>ABC</overlap>

AB-: <truncate>AB</truncate>

{ABC}: <vocal desc=”ABC”></vocal>

[ABC]: <event desc=”ABC”></event>

[ABC]XYZ[/ABC]: <event desc=”ABC”>XYZ</ABC>

//ABC//: <to_third_party>ABC</to_third_party>

((ABC)): <unclear>ABC</unclear>

[[ABC]]: <comments desc=”ABC”></comments>

<ABC_XYZ>: <foreign lang=”ABC”>XYZ</foreign>

+ABC+: <loanword>ABC</loanword>

%ABC: <hesitation>ABC</hesitation>

**ABC**: <uncommon>ABC</uncommon>

&ABC&: <proper_noun>ABC</proper_noun>

@ABC@: <abbr>ABC</abbr>

--: <broken></broken>

In addition, this XML corpus has been re-tokenised and annotated with part-of-speech information, using the Chinese lexical analysis system developed by the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing. We have decided to retain all analyses in the original release at the sacrifice of tokenisation and part-of-speech tagging accuracy (e.g. some mnemonics encoding spoken features may split a word, which can affect the tagging accuracy). However, the results of the automated processing have been substantially post-edited over the years. For example, four aspect markers in Chinese (-le, -guo,      -zhe and zai) are disambiguated and corrected by hand; all of the classifiers (also called “measure words”) are re-tagged using a more fine grained annotation scheme developed on our project. In addition, a large number of obvious typos in the original release have been corrected in the process of post-editing.
As this annotated XML version has retained all information encoded in the original lease, it is suitable for all applications of LDC96T16 in addition to grammatical study of spoken Mandarin.
