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Corpus Description

The NewSome Corpus of Opinion in Blogs is a part of the NewSoMe (News and Social Media) set of corpora,
which presents opinion annotations across several genres and covering multiple languages. NewSoMe is the
result of an effort to build a unifying annotation framework for analyzing opinion in different genres, ranging
from controlled text, such as news reports, to different types of user generated contents: blogs, product
reviews, and microblogs (tweets). For further details, Sauri et al. (2014).

In particular, the present corpus covers the genre of blogs and includes data in English (108 documents) and
Spanish (191 documents). All the blogs in this corpus have been annotated with the following layers:

1.

Topic

* Annotation type: Text extension mark-up.

* Description: Marking up the text segments that express the main topic of the article. The annotation
may cover discontinuous elements.

Segment
* Annotation type: Text extension mark-up.
* Description: Text segment where an opinion is expressed.

Cue
* Annotation type: Text extension mark-up.
* Description: Text extensions of words and expressions conveying opinion.

Subjectivity

* Annotation type: classification.

* Description: Classifying the subjectivity nature of any segment previously annotated.
* Possible values: Objective, Subjective, NA (Not Applicable).

Polarity

* Annotation type: Classification.

* Description: Classifying the opinion polarity of the whole blog and the segments identified in a
previous annotation phase.



* Possible values:
o Neutral: No opinion is provided.
o Polar: Some opinion is provided, but it is unclear whether it is positive or negative (e.g., the
author may be using some sort of irony but it is not obvious).

o Positive: The text expresses a positive opinion.
o Negative: The text expresses a negative opinion.
o Mixed: segments or blogs containing both positive and negative opinions.
o Not Applicable.
6. Intensity

* Annotation type: Classification.

* Description: Classifying the polarity strength of the blog and the different opinion segments
previously identified.

* Possible values: Low, Average, High, NA (Not Applicable).

The annotation has been carried out manually through the crowdsourcing platform CrowdFlower
(https://www.mturk.com/), with 7 annotations per annotation layer. The data in the corpus results from
aggregating these annotations, and has been used for helping develop an industrial-scale level NLP opinion
mining system (Rodriguez-Penagos et al. 2013). The present corpus is a twin of the NewSoMe Corpus for News
Reports, also distributed through the Linguistic Data Consortium.

Data Provenance

Data in the ~current corpus was obtained by means of the Google Blog Search API
(https://developers.google.com/blog-search/). Spanish blogs belong to the blogging domains of wordpress.com
and blogspot.com, while English document were extracted from these same two domains, in addition to
asiawrites.org.

Corpus Structure and Data Attributes

The English and Spanish parts of the corpus are separated in independent directories: blogs_en and blogs_sp.
Each of them presents the following substructure:

1. docs:
Directory containing the original documents. It provides crucial information since in the annotation
layers based on text extent markup (e.g., segment, cue), the information on offset positions is based on
these files.

2. sents:
Directory with 1 single file, containing a table with all the sentences in the corpus split and identified.

3. annots:
Directory where annotations are stored. Each annotation layer is in an independent CSV file, listed and
described in what follows. Attributes sharing the same name across annotation files encode the same
information and can therefore be used for cross-table purposes.
Annotation layer files:

a. topic_annotations.csv. Marking up the text segments that express the main topic of the article. The
annotation may cover discontinuous elements. Table fields:

Attribute Type Description

doc_id ID (key) | Source document identifier.

topic_id ID (key) | Identifier of the marked-up topic. Format: tp INTEGER.

offset_begin | Integer | Initial offset of each annotated topic extent in the document.
or NIL

span_length | Integer | Length of annotated topic extent.




b.

C.

topic_txt String Topic textual string.
tag_name String Annotation tag name, i.e., topic.
agreement | Value Agreement level among annotators. Possible values:

*  Expert: Annotation carried out by 1-2 expert annotators.

* Plurality: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 2-3 (out of 7)
annotators

*  Majority: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 4-5 annotators.

* Absolute: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 6-7 annotators.

segment_annotations.csv. Marking up the text segment over which an opinion is expressed. Table

fields:

Attribute Type Description

doc_id ID (key) | Source document identifier.

seg_id ID (key) | Identifier of the marked-up segment relative to its document. Format:
sg INTEGER.

offset_begin | Integer | Initial offset of each annotated segment in the document.

span_length | Integer | Length of annotated segment.

seg_txt String Segment textual string.

tag_name String Annotation tag name, i.e., segment.

agreement Value Agreement level among annotators. Possible values:
*  Expert: Annotation carried out by 1-2 expert annotators.
* Plurality: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 2-3 (out of 7)

annotators

*  Majority: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 4-5 annotators.
* Absolute: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 6-7 annotators.

cue_annotations.csv. File with cue markups, conveyed via the fields listed below. For each of them,
we indicate whether they conform the table key (in DB formatting conventions) and provide its type
(ID, integer, string, value).

Attribute Type Description
doc_id ID (key) | Source document identifier.
cue_id ID (key) | identifier of each annotated cue relative to its document. Format:
ge INTEGER.
offset_begin | Integer | Initial offset of each annotated cue in the document.
span_length | Integer | Length of annotated cue.
cue_txt String Cue textual string.
tag_name String Annotation tag name, i.e., cue.
agreement Value Agreement level among annotators. Possible values:
*  Expert: Annotation carried out by 1-2 expert annotators.
*  Plurality: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 2-3 (out of 7)
annotators
*  Majority: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 4-5 annotators.
* Absolute: Crowdsourced annotation. Agreement among 6-7 annotators.

d. pol_int_doc_annotations.csv. Indicating the polarity and polarity intensity of each document, hence

at the level of topic annotations. Table fields:

Attribute Type Description

doc_id ID (key) | Source document identifier.

polarity_val Value Polarity value, which can be: Neutral, Polar, Positive, Negative, Mixed,
NA (see above).

intensity_val Value Intensity value, which can be: Low, Average, High, NA.

polarity_conf | Integer | Degree of confidence on the assigned polarity value.




intensity_conf | String Degree of confidence on the assigned intensity value.

doc_txt String Document text.

e. pol_int_unit_annotations.csv. Indicating the polarity and polarity intensity at the level of segment

markup. Table fields:

Attribute Type Description

doc_id ID (key) | Source document identifier.

sent_id ID list Identifying the sentence (or sentences) over which the segment markup
extends.

seg_id ID (key) | Identifying the marked-up segment.

polarity_val Value Polarity value, which can be: Neutral, Polar, Positive, Negative, Mixed,
NA (see above).

intensity_val Value Intensity value, which can be: Low, Average, High, NA.

polarity_conf | Integer | Degree of confidence on the assigned polarity value.

intensity_conf | String Degree of confidence on the assigned intensity value.

sent_txt String | Text of the sentence (or sentences) over which the segment markup
extents.

f. subj_unit_annotations.csv. Annotating the subjective nature (objective, subjective) of the marked-
up segment. Table fields:

Attribute Type Description

doc_id ID (key) | Source document identifier.

sent_id ID list Identifying the sentence (or sentences) over which the segment
markup extends.

seg_id ID (key) | Identifying the marked-up segment.

subjectivity_val Value Subjectivity value, which can be: Subjective, Objective, NA.

subjectivity_conf | Integer | Degree of confidence on the assigned polarity value.

sent_txt String | Text of the sentence (or sentences) over which the segment markup
extents.
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